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REPEATER TECH NOTES

10 September 2011

223.92 MHz Repeater Diablo Peak, Santa Cruz Island

The present battery bank at Diablo Peak are Exide Absolyte 2.2 Volt cells which were installed 10 years ago. This site is solar only with batteries in cycle service. Battery life is dependent on depth of discharge and the number of repeat cycles. In float service this battery is engineered to last about 20 years. Indications are that the battery life has precipitously fallen off and we are seeing a big decline in maintaining a full charge. The plan now is to curtail all net activity to save whatever reserve there is in the event there is a higher communications priority. Individual use for short QSO’s should not be affected during high sun but night time long QSO’s or net activity can further negatively affect the life cycle.


Without a doubt Diablo is one of the best telecommunications locations along the coastal region of the west coast. However, the prognosis for maintaining an amateur radio system on the Island does not look good. Our relationship with the TNC could not be better. Our Lease Agreement is good for 10 more years but limited trips to Diablo are one key factor. In addition, the costs for system maintenance and system upgrade are going to be a challenge unless a source of funding is found and personnel to maintain the system into the far future.
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